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Far in the west there lies a desert
T

land where the mountains
Lift through perpetual snows

thsir lofty and luminous
summits

j
frtt Do > n from their jagged dee

j ravines where the gorge

l like a gateway I
I
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N the 2 rd day of July in this year 1910 I climbed

a piece of mountain road The mountain was steep

I T J gSJ the road was edged with chokecherry trees and clumps

8Lf of ancient scruboak The road was now unused what

1 li once had been ruts math by the wheels of wagons
t1 L were changed by rain and flood into deep cut gullies I

4

1
f i 3 I It was a place where in the springtime the aii is

1-

ijiI1

I

fragrant with the exhalations from millions of snow
d white blossoms and where now on the branches of the

I

ic II S
i chokecherry trees clusters of crimson wild fruit hung I

rr 4 ti t J
This place is now historic The piece of rod was that over The Little Mountain below lay Emigration

I

1it i Canyon and beyond was thc First Glimpse of the Valley Down that piece of road had passed sixty

j A 4 r
4

d three years before the pioneers of 1847
i

i f z
I q At the roads steepest part near The Summit and where it is crossed by ledges of stone littered

I

tiI t 4 y

WSS-

Wa

nLLJ SUS 4t with boulders and shale that once tore the iron from the cattles feet I found an oxshoe The relic Jiad
t I itz U b I

f frA tr lain there long Perhaps since the passing of tint first company of pioneers It was much worn it had

1
t

i r L done good service At least tint shoe might have pressed tilL soil the sands the rocks of many wearisome niles of road no doubt j

rt 1c
I

the width of the then wilderness thatlay between the waters of the Missouri river and the spot where it had remaincdundisturbed-

sop long

r 1 Blue arched the sky over The Little Mountain there was stillness around I tried to dream the passing of the pioneers on
9 r J r

k v z that historic day I tried to dream how they appeared I tried to realize how they repeated a silent prayer of thankfulness in

I r Lr I Th
e their hearts if tjicy ultcred not a hjmn of praise aloud This I tried to do I tried to see in the minds cyo the travelworn men

tt 1 L and women I tried to realize how they rejoiced after the hardships passed and looked forward if with care jet with hope to the
1

i future YcSjthis was my dreanarid then six hours lalcr I was in Hie streets of the city hat they had built I looked at the crouds-

ofpcopleIk andat the structures illul in the brilliant light of the lamps and stood by the monument to the pioneers

I lR How rapidly we hac grown What were once tilL dreams of the futuie first changed to reality and then sink away until they ire
t11I r4 1 Z

1 now but dreams of the past The descendants of the pioneers can haidly imagine the dnys when the long train of dust co ereci wagons

i j
t drawn by the slow and patient oxen or the dny when tilL Pony Expicss or the lumbering stagecoach brought tho quickest word

y f Z or formed the fastest tiansport between the Intcimounlain icgion and The Stales ll is hard to understand now to picture thi-

nlfr4 r 4 countiy when it was practically a howling wilderness inhabited by binds of savage Indians and penetrated only by intrepid trippers
II II3 c or huntcis As we ilL now whiilcd along oer tilL Laramie plains on through the Echo and Weber cannons or through thoCastle

1

j
1

t b i4 Gate or across tIlL Siena Nevada 01 tIlL Ilumboldt descit icclining on luxuiiously cushioned seals nut hut a few houis away from
4

i ctl tilL caslern or western seaboard we may well remcmbci to do justice to the adiiucmenls of the intrepid pioneers

ii
h That piece of mountain road ought me endless thought The long long plodding of the journey came hick again Incidents

4

42 ofinuny hinds thitist their memories upon me Somelimcs the experiences lecallcd were pleasurable sometimes they were sad Ilut

yt J 4f yE q i I b mirthful or tragic pathetic or humorous 1 went over them again The twelve humlicd miles nay I tic nearer fifteen hundred con-

sidering

¬

I fit s tilL ciraiitous toute wMiich the Ii tin in which c accomplished the journey was compelled to follow passed before me like a
H moving panorama Piairies hills sticams mountains canjons followed each oilier in quick succession all ihe everchanging

prospect between the banks of the Misbouii river and the Viillin of the Inland Sea

Scotls Bluffs Chimney Rock Ash Hollow Independence Rock the Devils Gale the South Pass what thoughts these names

jtJ1 i
3 I bi ing back lo the pioneers What a delight it was to OUt cityhied to mingle in the freedom of camp life such as we sometimes

I 1 1 enjoyed And what an cxpciiencc it was when one was on night guard The picket on duty nt the front in war was scarcely more

ttit I
r important than he who then kept tilL walch at night On tin faithful pciformance of the night guards duty out safety depended

ii t t 4 74i i1 J
t

I Men who now count their wealth by hundreds of thousands some by millions of dollais can icmembcr their aiu sliiunga

iit l
I when OH night duty lo see a glimpse of what foitune held in stoie foi them in tIn Westward Ho

Ruskin spoke true to his dictum there is no denial Vc have many wild roads in Utah but that one over Tlc Little Mountain k-

tltiicfrifiit
tin one of thu greatest interest It speaks eloquently of the will of the failh of man It i a link as it wcio between the pi t ami

the futuie Now we behold a land giving a promise of futuie greatness where peace wealth and happiness shall go hand in hand

nml where Ihe joulh of today may leain a lesson from the heroism of its pioneer fathers

I J Along tin course of the Plattc river ovci the Black Hills through the lands of the buffalo the rattlesnake and the heir lighting

their camptires by the Swcetwiter and on the ciests F the Rocky Mountains privations here privations there but at last the ict-

fof1 the Wasateh The Valley below their feel danger and fatigues forgollen the stubborn interminable miles conquered Hi-
eJouineyfirst of the pioneers was at an end ALFRED LAMBOURN-
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